  








December 2015
Dear Parent/Guardian,

This letter will provide you with information about the annual New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA) SUFFOLK COUNTY JAZZ SOLO FESTIVAL.  All student participants will perform their music on Friday April 1st and Saturday April 2nd, held at Udall Road Middle School (West Islip Public Schools), located at 900 Udall Road, West Islip, NY 11795.  

NYSSMA adjudicators are professional educators and musicians who can provide an objective evaluation of your child’s progress in a musical skill area.  Ratings are based on a scale of musical criteria (technique, posture, accuracy, sight reading, scales, etc.) and written comments on his/her artistry.  The ratings are also determined by the difficulty of a selection, as well as student performance.  Selection for SCMEA, HMEA, LISFA, All-State and other “honors” concert ensembles request NYSSMA ratings.  Students learn the discipline of learning a required piece, the technical skills involved, performance skills and the ability to accept praise, as well as constructive criticism to help them become better performers. 

It is important to realize participation in NYSSMA is voluntary.  It takes a great deal of time and practice to choose, purchase and learn the right selection from the manual while preparing for this event.  This can be a valuable and rewarding experience for our students. We strongly recommend that your child has a private music instructor; however we will be available at certain times to hear your child’s progress.  If we feel close to the performance that the music selection is not at the level it should be to receive a highly effective grade, we may suggest that you attend the performance as a “Comments Only” soloist, where you will receive constructive feedback, with no point total indicated.

*ONLY ORIGINAL COPIES OF MUSIC MAY BE USED.  PHOTOCOPIED MUSIC WILL AUTOMATICALLY DISQUALIFY YOUR CHILD FROM THE NYSSMA FESTIVAL.  YOU MUST USE THE CORRECT EDITION CITED IN THE NYSSMA MANUAL AND PROVIDE MUSIC FOR THE JUDGE AND YOURSELF (ALL ORIGINAL MUSIC!) YOU MUST ALSO MAKE SURE TO HAVE THE CORRECT VOLUME AND CD OF THE JAMEY AEBERSOLD SERIES, TO IMPROVISE OR SCAT SING WITH!
The only music that can be played in this festival is the music listed in the NYSSMA Manual, Edition XXX (30).  For each instrument and voice part, there are six levels of difficulty (1/beginner - 6/advanced).  Each music teacher has a copy of the manual and can provide your child with a selection if you do not have a private music teacher.  

Registration fees for NYSSMA are located on the second page.  If you would like an official NYSSMA medal earned based on performance, it is an additional $6 charge.  All students that would like to participate in NYSSMA must have all forms filled out correctly and money handed in by Friday, January 29th.  If you have any concerns, please contact us and we will answer any questions that you may have.

Musically yours,

HBMS Music Department

631.723.4700  ext. 2159
jdemory@hbschools.us

cmazur@hbschools.us

mstuckey@hbschools.us
Please fill out this form completely and hand in with your payment. If you are unable to fill out a section, we can help you before or after school. We cannot accept an incomplete form.

Hampton Bays Music Department

NYSSMA SUFFOLK COUNTY JAZZ  RESISTRATION FORM

STUDENT NAME: ________________________________________GRADE IN SCHOOL: ________

INSTRUMENT/VOICE PART: _____________________________________________________

SOLO/ENSEMBLE LEVEL (1-6): ___________
NYSSMA MANUAL PAGE: _____________

SOLO/ENSEMBLE SONG TITLE: __________________________________________________

REQUIRED MOVEMENTS:_______________________________________________________

COMPOSER: ___________________________________________________________________ 

ARRANGER: ___________________________________________________________________

ARE YOU PERFORMING MORE THAN ONE SOLO/ENSEMBLE: ( YES 
( NO

DAY/TIME PREFERENCE:  _____Friday Afternoon     _____Friday Evening

     (Please check one)             _____Saturday Morning   _____Saturday Afternoon       _____ Saturday Evening
SIBLING GOING: 

( YES
_______ ( NO_______
PRIVATE TEACHER:  
( YES
_________________________________________ ( NO







       (name of private teacher)

STUDENT SIGNATURE: ________________________________________________________________

PARENT SIGNATURE: _________________________________________________________________
REGISTRATION FEES
(Please check off which applies to you)

___LEVEL 1 – 4 Jazz Winds, Guitar, Drum Set………………………………….. .. $14.00

___LEVEL 1 – 4 Jazz PIANO ………………………………………………...………$19.00


___LEVEL 6 (Jazz Vocal)…………………………………….. …………………........$21.00

___ALL-STATE (Grades 10-11 ONLY) ……………………………….……..............$26.00

___MEDAL FEE (OPTIONAL ADDITION TO REGISTRATION FEE) ………...
 $6.00*

$____________TOTAL FEE

IF WRITING A CHECK, PLEASE MAKE PAYABLE TO: Hampton Bays Middle School Music Department
