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Mr. Stuckey

7/8 Grade Band Director

Contact Information: 

mstuckey@hbschools.us
631-723-4700 ext. 2159

Visit my school website:

http://mrstuckeymusic.weebly.com/ 
Welcome to Band! We realize that there is a large amount of information here, so thank you for taking the time to read this handbook so that you are fully aware of the band policies, procedures and expectations; many of your questions will be answered here.  Please sign the contract on the back page of this handbook.  We look forward to a great year of music!!!

OBJECTIVES

To improve students’ musical abilities, to encourage school and community spirit through public performance, and to promote leadership, teamwork, friendship, fairness, reasoning, responsibility and respect.

EXPECTATIONS

Students are expected to come prepared for class by participating in the daily ensemble playing and their small group instruction.  Students are expected to come equipped with all supplies necessary for their instruments, which are listed below.  (ALSO SEE BELOW SECTION ON: CONDUCT & DISCIPLINE)

GRADING POLICY

1) Classroom Participation - 50% of the overall grade will be determined weekly by student participation during rehearsal.  Being prepared is essential to our success and involves having the REQUIREMENTS LISTED IN THIS MANUAL at each rehearsal.  Classroom participation also includes participating in the music making process; talking and inappropriate behavior during rehearsals is not permitted and will result in a lower participation grade.  

If you come to a rehearsal and are not fully prepared with the REQUIREMENTS LISTED IN THIS MANUAL, you will lose points from your daily participation grade for each day that you are not prepared.  Only a Parent/Guardian note can excuse this.

2) Lessons - 30%   Assessments 20% of the overall grade will be determined by attending small group lessons, where you will be graded on performance and written quiz based assessment. Every quarter you will have approximately 5-8 lessons, based off the school calendar and flexibility.  Lesson periods, like labs will prepare you for playing your ensemble music and any tests that we may have.  You should hold onto the lesson schedule for your own knowledge of lessons, as well as showing this to your teacher so you may be excused.


Missed Lessons

Some reasons permitted for missing a lesson: absence from school, class lab, or class exam.  If you are in school, you will need a signed Excuse Form from your teacher to miss a lesson for one of these reasons above.  If you know you will be missing a lesson, please let us know beforehand so we can plan accordingly!

Only with a signed excuse form will you have the opportunity to make up a missed lesson for full credit; if you miss this opportunity, you can only receive half credit for another makeup lesson.  Half credit can also be received for those who do not have a note; if you miss this opportunity, you will receive a 0 for the lesson and will not have another opportunity to make it up.  You must make up a missed lesson prior to the next lesson in the quarter.  Students must come to a make-up lesson period or another lesson for their grade level.

Each student will receive a lesson schedule.  There will also be one in the band room, music bulletin board, each teacher will be given one, and it will be posted on our school website.

Challenges: An audition process that will determine the seating for the ensemble, we will allow for additional opportunities per concert to move up in rank, and this is through the challenge system.  It is a determined by your band director, with no bias except for what is heard.  This process allows the best opportunity to improve ranking based on effort.

SCHOOL INSTRUMENT BORROWS
Please review pages 8-9 SUPPLY LIST to purchase or rent what you need for the year.

Due to the large number of students enrolled in band, Hampton Bays Middle School can only issue borrowed instruments on a first come, first serve basis; in which you are responsible for the upkeep of this instrument (you will receive a contract to borrow an instrument and will be responsible for any damages that occur).  

*If you are borrowing a school instrument and it needs maintenance, please bring it to me prior to a store, as I may be able to fix it for free. If I can’t, I will give you information where to bring it, which will be Music & Arts in Riverhead.

OTHER PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES

Honor Music Festivals

Each year, students are eligible to be recommended for HMEA (Hampton Music Educators Association), SCMEA (Suffolk County Music Educators Association) and LISFA (Long Island String Festival Association).  To be considered, students are recommended based upon their previous year’s NYSSMA score and recommendation of the music teacher.  The groups are then selected and those selected attend rehearsals with a guest conductor.  The events then culminate with an evening performance.  To be selected is a great honor, and gives students a chance to work with a renowned conductor and other young, talented musicians.

NYSSMA Solo and Ensemble Festival

Solo and Ensemble Festivals gives a student a chance to perform music as a soloist or in a small group setting.  Sponsored by NYSSMA (New York State School Music Association), this activity is held at a high school in the area.  Students may perform solos and small ensembles pieces in front of an adjudicator.  Music is graded according to difficulty from easy (Level 1) to very difficult (Level 6). Performances are assessed according to a set standard of criteria. Students receive a comment sheet with constructive criticism and details on areas of improvement.

GUIDELINES IN THE BAND ROOM

Students need to be prompt and prepared for rehearsal each day.  Attendance will be taken daily.  Students will have their instruments assembled, be warmed up and have the proper music out of their folders and ready to be rehearsed within 3 minutes of when the bell rings to start class.  Each day an agenda will be on the board.  Students must have a sharpened pencil available for taking notes.  Students should warm up slowly and carefully and keep the rehearsal areas and surrounding department areas clean.  Papers, pencils and all other materials should be picked up.  It is important to have and maintain a neat and orderly room for rehearsals.

Use of Instrument Storage

Students will be assigned an instrument storage locker and should store their instruments in the locker when they are not being used.  Locks will NOT be given for instrument lockers, but students must bring in their own combination lock.  The band room remains locked after hours.  Hampton Bays UFSD carries NO insurance that would provide coverage on individually owned instruments and no funds are available for replacement of lost or stolen instruments.  We suggest that parents check into coverage through their homeowners or renters insurance policy.  Make sure you have a copy of the instrument name, make and serial number to identify your instrument if necessary.  Keep a nametag on your instrument at all times!
Care of Sheet Music

All music MUST be stored in a 3 Ring Binder with plastic sheet protectors.  Students need to write on music with a PENCIL ONLY, no pen.

Care of Instruments

It is impossible to achieve a good ensemble sound if individual instruments are not kept in good repair.  It is the students’ responsibility to keep their instrument in good repair.  The case should only contain the instrument and supplies; no sheet music, food or debris.

Practice Tips

A little work every day is better than “marathon practice sessions.”  Try to practice 10 minutes a night.  Divide your practice time evenly between scales, band music, solos and lesson book.  Pick a measure or a section that needs to be practiced.  Make it a goal to practice slowly, specifically on the music that needs some work.  Practice the difficult sections longer than the easier ones.  Practice in different ways; vary the rhythm, until you can play it smoothly.  Can you play it fives time in a row without making a mistake?  This is a sign that you are beginning to master the music.  Think for yourself.  Be creative with your practice and find out how you practice best.  Find out what motivates you to play your best.  Be patient with yourself.  You may not be able to play as well as you would like, but you will improve.  The more you practice, the better you become.  The better you become, the more fun it is to play your instrument.  The more fun it is to play your instrument, the more you want to practice!  (ALSO SEE ABOVE SECTION ON: GRADING POLICY-HOMEWORK/PRACTICE LOGS)

CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE

Band Room Rehearsal Expectations:

COME TO CLASS ON TIME AND BE READY TO PLAY

-As band students walk to and from class, they should do so quickly and quietly so that they do no disturb other classes in progress.  

-Every second of rehearsal counts.  Be in the room when the bell rings and in your chair ready to play THREE minutes after the bell.

-Ready to play means having your instrument in good working condition; having your pencil, binder with music, and lesson book on the stand; for wind instruments - having two usable reeds that are in good working condition, kept in a reed guard when not in use; for brass instruments - have valve oil handy; for percussionists - having your drum sticks, mallets, and all necessary percussion equipment out.  

SHOW RESPECT FOR OTHERS AND THEIR PROPERTY!

-Treat everyone in the same manner, in which you wish to be treated.  Basically, this means being courteous to others so that you can expect the same from everyone else.  

-DO NOT TOUCH OR PLAY AN INSTRUMENT THAT IS NOT YOURS including the keyboards/piano.  Unless you are a percussionist, all percussion equipment is strictly off limits!  Instruments stored in the lockers are not to be touched unless they are your own or are checked out to you.  Backpacks are to be stored in the lockers or under your chair.  Basically, if it isn’t yours, don’t touch it!

PLAY WITH PROPER POSTURE

-Wind players cannot create a good sound on an instrument if slouched in a chair.  The diaphragm cannot function properly if it is collapsed, which is what happens when sitting in a slouched position.  Remember if you are not playing with a good sound on your instrument, the group cannot create a good ensemble sound.

WHEN THE DIRECTOR IS ON THE PODIUM, THERE IS NO TALKING

-When the director is on the podium, this is a time when music occurs or the director is teaching.

-When the director is off the podium, this is the time when questions can be asked and light talking may occur.

PLAY WITH A MOUTH FREE OF ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCE

-NO GUM or food is allowed in the band room.  It causes damage to the wind instruments and creates a choking hazard.

Infractions:

Due to the unique group relationship in a musical ensemble, failure to comply with classroom rules will result in:  

1. Dialogue with student 

2. Communication with parent

3. Detention/ Lowering of Weekly Participation Grade

4. Dialogue with student/parent and school administration

5. Removal from group

Parental support to correct such behavior is critical. 

CONCERT DRESS CODE

The Hampton Bays Music Department is striving to instill professional attitudes and habits in the performing ensembles.  Part of that is taking pride in one’s appearance for a concert.  Concerts are to showcase the ensemble.  No individual should ever draw attention to him or herself through behavior or dress during an ensemble performance.  Therefore, the dress code for concerts is as follows: 

Ladies: white dress shirt (spaghetti straps are not permitted), black dress pants (legging are not permitted)/skirt (length must be below the knee when sitting), black dress shoes/sandals (flip flops and high heels are not permitted for safety reasons)

Gentleman: white dress shirt, black tie, black dress pants, black dress socks, black dress shoes (sneaker are not permitted)

Students not wearing the proper dress code WILL NOT PERFORM DURING THE PERFORMANCE and WILL BE PENALIZED.  Looking professional and uniform goes a long way!  If you have difficulties supplying proper concert dress, please speak to us and we will do our best to help.
CALENDAR OF IMPORTANT EVENTS

Please keep a calendar of specific dates to record concerts, solo competitions, honors band rehearsals and parades.  We have a vast selection of additional opportunities to perform as a soloist, or part of an ensemble, with additional extra-credit given.  Prior to the performance date, your child will receive pertinent information for you to read over.

The concerts that we present to the community are the result of the hard work done by all of us.  Each student’s participation affects the group outcome, and each student plays a valuable role in this process.  Failure to perform will result in failure for the marking period; unless of an emergency (extreme illness with an excused doctor’s note, death in family, religious holiday which should be notified at least 1 week prior, planned vacation), where an alternate assignment will be given.  In case of one of these emergencies, please telephone the music office immediately and leave a message: 631-723-4700   ext. 2159.

Performances and Extra-Curricular Opportunities:

· San Gennaro Feast with HBMS Marching Band (grades 6-8)–Saturday October 3, 2015 (time TBA)

· SCMEA Day of Tuba & Euphonium –Friday October 30th, 2015 from 3-9pm@Smithtown HS West

· 5th(5:30pm)& 6th (7pm) Grade Winter Concert  - Tuesday January 12th , 2016 (HBMS Cafeteria)  

· 7/8 & Jazz Band Winter Concert - Thursday January 14th, 2016 (HBMS Cafeteria@7pm)  

· HMEA  – January 9th, 15th, 16th(rehearsals), 17th (concert day) (locations/times TBA) 

· LISFA  – Elementary Ensemble- January 15th, 16th, 17th @ Smithtown HS East (time TBA)

Secondary Ensemble @ Ward Melville HS January 29th, 30th, 31st (time TBA)

· SCMEA Day of Horn– Friday January 22nd, 2016 from 3-9pm@ Northport HS

· SCMEA Day of Percussion – Friday February 26th , 2016 from 3-7pm (location TBA)

· Middle School Drama Performance – Friday March 18th and Saturday March 19th @7pm

· SCMEA Day of Jazz –Saturday February 6, 2016 (time TBA) @Middle Country Schools

· SCMEA – March 5th/11th/12th (rehearsals), 13th (concert day) (locations/times TBA) 

· HB St. Patrick’s Day Parade with HBMS Marching Band (grades 6-8)  – Saturday March 19th , 2016 (morning time TBA)

· National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony with Honors Band – (date TBA)

· Jazz Night – (date and location TBA)

· NYSSMA Solo Festival– (date and location TBA)

· Community Pride Day with selected students – Saturday May 7th, 2016

· 5th(5:30pm)& 6th (7pm) Grade Spring Concert  - Wednesday June 1st, 2016 (HBMS Cafeteria) 

· 7/8 & Jazz Band Spring Concert  - Thursday June 2nd, 2016 (HBMS Cafeteria@7pm)

· Incoming 4th Grade Instrument Night – (date TBA)

· Ice Cream Social – (date TBA)

· 8th Grade Moving Up Ceremony with Honors Band – Wednesday June 22nd , 2016@7pm

*Required Performances are italicized in bold and underlined
Listed below are the supplies that you will need to have for our first rehearsal of the 2015-2016 school year on Wednesday September 2nd, 2015.  This should give you plenty of time to purchase or rent an instrument if you have not done so already. If you own an instrument, please make sure all repairs are done this summer, as repair stores are typically busiest during the first weeks of school.
Your musical needs can be purchased at one of the following music stores/websites: 

(Prior to purchasing, ALWAYS check prices, 

Music & Arts (Riverhead) 631-727-2897

estimated time of delivery, and availability for

Family Melody (Patchogue) 631-475-321

each item we recommend)



Woodwind & Brasswind (online)www.wwbw.com








Hampton Music (HB) 631-728-3535

Recommended Items and Brands to Purchase:  
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  Other quality items are also available and a representative from one of the above locations can assist you.  

Flute: (GEMEINHARDT, YAMAHA, SELMER BRAND INSTRUMENTS) 

-TARNISH REMOVING CLOTH

Oboe: (FOX, YAMAHA, SELMER, BUFFET BRAND INSTRUMENTS)
-REEDS (MARLIN LESHER BRAND):
Grades 5&6- Soft or Medium Soft Strength

Grades 7&8- Medium Soft or Medium Strength

Clarinet: (BUFFET, YAMAHA, SELMER BRAND INSTRUMENTS)
-REEDS (VANDOREN TRADITIONAL BLUE BOX BRAND)

Grades 5&6- 1.5 or 2 Strength

Grades 7&8- 2.5 or 3 Strength

-CORK GREASE (ANY BRAND)

-NECK STRAP {BASS CLARINET ONLY} (NEOTECH BRAND)

-LIGATURE AND MOUTHPIECE CAP (ROVNER BRAND)

-MOUTHPIECE (VANDOREN B45)

SAXOPHONE: (YAMAHA, SELMER, CONN BRAND INSTRUMENTS)
-REEDS (VANDOREN TRADITIONAL BLUE BOX BRAND)

Grades 5&6- 1.5 or 2 Strength

Grades 7&8- 2.5 or 3 Strength

-NECK or BODY STRAP HARNESS (NEOTECH BRAND)

-CORK GREASE (ANY BRAND)

-LIGATURE AND MOUTHPIECE CAP (ROVNER BRAND)

-MOUTHPIECE (EUGENE ROUSSEAU NC4)

BASSOON: (FOX, YAMAHA, SELMER BRAND INSTRUMENTS)
-REEDS (FOX RENARD BRAND):
Grades 5&6- Soft or Medium Soft Strength

Grades 7&8- Medium Soft or Medium Strength

-SEAT STRAP (SELMER BRAND)

TRUMPET: (BACH, YAMAHA, CONN BRAND INSTRUMENTS)
-VALVE OIL (ANY BRAND)

-MOUTHPIECE (BACH 7C MODEL)

FRENCH HORN: (BACH, YAMAHA, CONN BRAND INSTRUMENTS)
-ROTARY VALVE OIL (ANY BRAND)

-MOUTHPIECE (HOLTON FARKAS MC MODEL)

TROMBONE: (BACH, YAMAHA, CONN, KING BRAND INSTRUMENTS)
-SLIDE OIL or CREAM (ANY BRAND)

-MOUTHPIECE (BACH 12C MODEL)

BARITONE HORN: (BACH, YAMAHA, CONN BRAND INSTRUMENTS)
-VALVE OIL (ANY BRAND)

-MOUTHPIECE (BACH 12C MODEL)

TUBA: (BACH, YAMAHA, CONN BRAND INSTRUMENTS)
-VALVE OIL (ANY BRAND)

-MOUTHPIECE (BACH 12C MODEL)

PERCUSSION: (PEARL PK-900 PERCUSSION KIT)

Individual items of need:

-STICK BAG (ANY BRAND)

-PRACTICE PAD (REMO BRAND)

-STICKS (VIC FIRTH BRAND)



Snare Sticks Vic Firth 2B and 5A

Brass Mallet Sticks Vic Firth M145







Medium Mallet Sticks Vic Firth M7 







Hard Mallet Sticks Vic Firth M7

BOOKS TO PURCHASE ($10 through HBMS or $14.95 through website):  
http://bandbrilliance.com/
-Band Brilliance Book 1 (Grade 5)


-Band Brilliance Book 2 (Grade 6&7)


MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD HAS A COMBINATION LOCK FOR THEIR ASSIGNED BAND LOCKER BY THE FIRST REHEARSAL ON SEPTEMBER 2nd, 2015.
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Mr .Stuckey 

Hampton Bays Middle School Grade 7/8 Band Contract

2015-2016
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I__________________________________________________________________,






 (Students: Please Print Your Name)
have fully read and understand the requirements and expectations of the Hampton Bays Middle School Band.  I agree to attend all classes, lessons and mandatory performances, unless proper documentation is submitted.

Parent/Guardian 

Signature____________________________________________   Date_________________

Student 

Signature____________________________________________   Date_________________

2015 - 2016


Band Handbook
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